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Ragin’ Cajuns Add 22 On National Signing Day 
Louisiana Adds 15 Three-Star Student-Athletes As Part Of 2013 Signing Class

 LAFAYETTE, La. -- Twenty-two student-athletes, 
including 18 from the high school ranks and four junior 
college additions, comprise the 2013 signing class for the 
Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns football team.  The signings 
were announced on Wednesday, the first permissable 
day for high school student-athletes to sign national 
letters of intent.
 Fifteen of the 22 signees have received three stars or 
more by at least one of the primary recruiting networks, 
easily the most in Louisiana football history.
 Included in the signing class are five student-athletes 
who enrolled at Louisiana for classes in January; junior 
college kicker Stephen Brauchle (Gulfport, Miss./Mis-
sissippi Gulf Coast CC), offensive lineman Johnny 
Kight (Louisville, Miss./East Central CC), Australian 
punter  Daniel Cadona (Darwin, NT, Australia).  Early 
enrollee tight end Nick Byrne (Rogers, Ark./Har-Ber) 
while Dominick Bilich (Metairie, La/Rummel) signed 
with the Cajuns last February but delayed enrollment 
until January.
 “I am very pleased with the overall quality of players 
that we have added to the program today,” Louisiana 
head coach Mark Hudspeth said.  “It will grade out as 
the most-talented class in school history, but the true 
test of their quality will be determined on the field in 
two or three years.
 “I have to congratulate our coaching staff because 
they did an outstanding job of identifying the players 
who would fit into our program and then battled against 
some of the top teams in the country.
 “We were able to utilize some relationships in Florida 
this year to go in and steal some of the top players in 
the state. 
 “We expanded our recruiting base this year.  People 
know who the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns are because 
of the success that we have enjoyed and the national 
exposure the program received and we’ve come across 

a lot of recruits who are eager to play in our program.
 “We began the recruiting process knowing that we 
had immediate needs in the secondary and both punter 
and kicker and I am happy with how we have addressed 
those areas.
 ”We’ve added a couple of junior college corners 
(Cedrick Tillman & Corey Trim) who can come in and 
help us right away along with four other defensive 
backs who will elevate our depth and competition in 
the secondary,” Hudspeth added.
 Seventeen of the 22 signees will be freshmen next 
fall with two sophomores (Stephen Brauchle & Johnny 
Kight) and three juniors (Cadona, Tillman & Trim).
 The breakdown of the signees by position included 
six defensive backs, four offensive linemen, and two 
each at wide receiver, tight end, running back, defensive 
line, linebacker and kickers.
 Seven of the signees hail from Louisiana while the 
rest of the signing class comes from six different states.  
The Cajuns added five signees from Florida, four from 
Mississippi, two from Georgia and one each from Texas, 
Arkansas and Alabama.
 The 22nd signee, punter Daniel Cadona, is from 
Australia.
 The Cajuns did not sign a quarterback.
 “I am comfortable with our depth at quarterback right 
now,” Huspeth said.  “We had three freshmen redshirt 
at the position last year who will provide us with the 
talent and depth at the position this year.” 
 The Cajuns remain several scholarships under the 25 
scholarship limit that each school is permitted to add 
each year.
 “We are going to be patient with our last couple of 
scholarships and take a good hard look at who is out 
there,” Hudspeth said.  “We’ve identified a couple of play-
ers who might have been interested in other programs 
and didn’t get the right offer and may be available.”



2013 Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns Football Recruiting Class

Name Pos. Ht. Wt. 2013 Cl. Hometown (Last School)
Scott Austin WR 6-4 180 Fr. Biloxi, Miss. (Biloxi)
Matthew Barnes TE 6-3 227 Fr. Groesbeck, Texas (Groesbeck)
Dominick Bilich OL 6-3 285 Fr. Metairie, La. (Archbishop Rummel)
Stephen Brauchle K 6-0 205 So. Gulfport, Miss. (Gulfport/Mississippi Gulf Coast CC)
Nick Byrne TE 6-3 225 Fr. Rogers, Ark. (Har-Ber)
Daniel Cadona P 6-4 203 Jr. Darwin, NT, Australia (Toowoomba)
Demeatre Casey DE 6-4 220 Fr. Homer, La. (Homer)
James Clark LB 6-2 210 Fr. Fellsmere, Fla. (Sebastian River)
Darius Hoggins RB 5-7 165 Fr. Coconut Creek, Fla. (Monarch)
Grant Horst OL 6-5 250 Fr. Spanish Fort, Ala. (Spanish Fort)
Johnny Kight OL 6-6 285 So. Louisville, Miss. (Nanih Waiya/East Central CC)
Troy McCollum DB 6-0 170 Fr. Miami, Fla. (North Miami)
Elijah McGuire RB 5-11 185 Fr. Houma, La. (Vandebilt Catholic)
Courtney Miggins DE 6-5 255 Fr. Lithonia, Ga. (Miller Grove)
Carlton Perkins DB 6-0 190 Fr. Walker, La. (Walker)
Devin Scott WR 5-11 180 Fr. Harvey, La. (West Jefferson)
Simeon Thomas DB 6-3 180 Fr. Miami, Fla. (Carroll City)
Cedrick Tillman CB 5-9 180 Jr. Grenada, Miss. (Grenada/Holmes CC)
Corey Trim CB 5-11 180 Jr. Baton Rouge, La. (Redemptorist/Jones County CC) 
Tracy Walker DB 6-2 180 Fr. Brunswick, Ga. (Brunswick)
George Williams LB 6-1 230 Fr. Miami, Fla. (Hialeah)
D'Aquin Withrow OL 6-6 275 Fr. Harvey, La. (West Jefferson)

 Rankings for the class are backing up Hudspeth’s 
comments regarding its depth and quality.
 The class was ranked 64th nationally and first in 
the Sun Belt by 247Sports.com.  It was 24 slots ahead of 
second place WKU (88th).
 A story on CoachingSearch.com took note of the last-
minute jump by the Louisiana sgning class, mentioning 
that just two weeks ago it was ranked 120th by 247Sports.
com.
 The class is ranked fifth among non-BCS programs 
by CoachingSearch.com, trailing Marshall (49th), Boise 
State (57th), Houston (59th) and BYU (64th).

 247Sports also had the Cajuns ranked 10th among 
the non-BCS automatic qualifying leagues (including 
the Big East).
 Scout.com has UL ranked 76th overall and first in 
the Sun Belt.
 Rivals.com had similar numbers for the Cajuns, 
ranking the class 79th nationally and first among the 
Sun Belt schools.
 None of the rankings available from scouting services 
has Louisiana ranked anywhere but first among the Sun 
Belt Schools
 A complete list of signees and biographies of each 
player are attached.



2013 Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns Football Recruiting Class Biographies

Scott Austin
6-4 180 Fr. WR
Biloxi, Miss. (Biloxi)
High School:  First team all-state selection by MaxPreps as a 
senior at Biloxi High, playing for coach John Shannon. . . caught 
49 passes for 815 yards and six touchdowns as a senior. . . helped 
lead team to a 10-3 record and a regional title as a junior, making 
38 catches for 698 yards and nine touchdowns. . . named to 
the Clarion Ledger Pre-Season Dandy Dozen as one of the top 
12 players in Mississippi. . . ranked No. 8 on the 2013 Clarion 
Ledger 10 Most Wanted List. . . selected to participate in the 2012 
Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Classic. . . three-star recruit by both 
247Sports and Scout.com. . . ranked as the No. 10 player in state 
by 247Sports. . . chose Louisiana over Ole Miss, Mississippi State, 
Southern Miss and South Alabama.

Mathew Barnes
6-3 227 Fr. TE
Groesbeck, Texas (Groesbeck H.S.)
High School:  Second team all-state selection by the Associated 
Press as a senior at Groesbeck High, playing for coach Kodi 
Crane. . . caught 77 passes for 1,176 yards and 18 touchdowns as 
a senior. . . also carried 44 times for 258 yards and three TDs. . . 
used as a running back as a junior, picking up 763 yards and 
nine touchdowns to earn first team all region and district utility 
player of the year honors. . . rushed 88 times for 368 yards and 
18 touchdowns as a sophomore, adding 50 catches for 537 yards 
and three scores. . . lettered twice in basketball, helping team to 
a 46-21 record over his two seasons. . . averaged 6.9 points and 
8.7 rebounds as a senior. . . has 4.5 speed in the 40. . . ranked as 
the No. 91 tight end nationally. . . chose Lousiana over offers 
from New Mexico, Louisiana Tech and Air Force and also took 
a visit to TCU.

Dominick Bilich
6-3 285 Fr. OL
Metairie, La. (Archbishop Rummel H.S.)
High School:  First team all-state selection as a senior at 
Archbishop Rummel High, playing for coach Jay Roth. . . helped 
team to a 10-2 record as a senior, advancing to the quarterfinals 
of the state tourney. . . also earned all-district and all-metro 
accolades. . . lettered three times in football. . . started at tackle 
as a sophomore on the Rummel team that went 14-1 and won 
the district title. . . originally signed with the Cajuns in 2012 but 
delayed enrollment until January, 2013. . . spent the 2012 season 
as an assistant coach at Archbishop Rummel, helping team to a 
12-0 record and the state Class 5-A championship.
Personal:  Born Oct. 16, 1993 in Metairie, La. . . son of Henry and 
Cathy Bilich. . . has one older brother (Stephano). . . academic 
all-state choice in high school, graduating in the top 10% of his 
class. . . Army National Scholar. . . National Honor Society. . 
.volunteered time with Big Brothers. . . served as an ambassador 
with Operation Head Start. . . plans on majoring in biology.

Stephen Brauchle
6-0 205 So. K
Gulfport, Miss. (Mississippi Gulf Coast C.C.)
Junior College:  Honorable mention NJCAA All-America as a 
freshman at Mississippi Gulf Coast CC, playing for coach Steve 
Campbell. . . was seven-for-nine in field goal attempts and 
50-of-54 extra points to help the team to a 9-2 record, a second 
place finish in the state and No. 6 ranking nationally. . . first team 
NJCAA Region 23 selection. . . did double-duty during the fall, 
playing as a defender on the soccer team, scoring one goal in six 
games. . . No. 3 ranked junior college kicker by 247Sports. . . also 
made official visits to East Carolina and FIU.
High School:  First team all-state selection as a senior at Gulfport 
High, playing for coach Mike Justice. . . was a perfect 10-for-10 in 
field goal attempts and 27-for-31 in extra points as a senior. . . also 
punted 41 times for 1,906 yards and a 46.5 average with 23 kicks 
inside the 20. . . was three-for-seven in field goal attempts and 
49-for-50 in extra points as a junior. . . earned all-region honors 
as both a junior and senior. . . lettered four times in soccer in high 
school, playing on teams that went 28-5 during his tenure and 
winning the 2010 state title.

Nick Byrne
6-3 225 Fr. TE
Rogers, Ark. (Har-Ber H.S.)
High School:  First team all-state selection as a senior at Har-
Ber High, playing for coach Chris Wood. . . caught 43 passes for 
715 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. . . was also named 
all-conference and all-region while being tabbed for the KURM 
Dream Team. . . totaled 72 catches for 1,182 yards and 17 
touchdowns over his final two seasons. . . was ranked as the No. 
9 player in the state by Rivals.com. . . turned down offers from 
ULM and Arkansas State to sign with Louisiana.

Daniel Cadona
6-4 203 Jr. P
Darwin, NT, Australia (Toowoomba G.S./
Australian Institute of Sport)
Grammar School:  Played both Australian Rules Football 
and Rugby while attending Toowoomba Grammar School. . 
. represented the Northern Territory in the Australian Rules 
Football Under 18 state tournament in both 2006 and 2007. . . 
caught the attention of college coaches when he averaged almost 
50 yards per punt at a kicking camp in Las Vegas. . . a three-star 
recruit, he was ranked as the No. 3 punting prospect nationally 
by Scout.com. . . chose Louisiana over UCLA.



Demeatre Casey
6-4 220 Fr. DE
Homer, La. (Homer H.S.)
High School:  Honorable mention all-state selection as a senior 
at Homer High, playing for coach Glen Kyle. . . had 168 tackles 
with 18 quarterback sacks as a senior to earn area defensive 
player of the year by the Shreveport Times. . . intercepted three 
passes, returning each of them for touchdowns. . . helped team 
to an 8-2 record and a district title. . .  included as one of the top 
30 seniors in the state by HereComeTheDawgs.com. . . 
three-star recruit by 247Sports. . .chose Louisiana over offers 
from Ole Miss and Mississippi State. 

James Clark
6-2 210 Fr. LB
Fellsmere, Fla. (Sebastian River)
High School:  First team all-district pick as a senior at Sebastian 
River High, playing for coach Randy Bethel. . . made 52 tackles (33 
solo) as a senior, recording 25 tackles for loss and 12 quarterback 
sacks to help team to an 8-3 record. . . also had 52 tackles (28 solo) 
as a junior, making 19 TFL and eight sacks. . . ranked as the No. 
48 linebacker in the country by Scout.com and a three-star recruit 
by Rivals.com. . . chose Louisiana over Auburn, Cincinnati, Ole 
Miss, Kentucky, Rutgers, South Florida, West Virginia and WKU, 
according to Scout.com.

Darius Hoggins
5-7 165 Fr. RB
Coconut Creek, Fla. (Monarch, H.S.)
High School:  Third team all-state pick by the Associated Press 
as a senior at Monarch High, playing for coach Calvin Davis. . 
. rushed for 1,191 yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior, adding 
a pair of touchdowns on kick returns. . . first team All-Broward 
county after helping team to an 8-3 record as a senior. . . owns 
a 4.4 time in the 40. . .played in the Dolphins Dade vs. Broward 
All-Star game. 

Grant Horst
6-5 250 Fr. OL
Spanish Fort, Ala. (Spanish Fort H.S.)
High School:  First team all-region choice as a senior at Spanish 
Fort High, playing for coach Mark Freeman. . . was the anchor 
of an offensive line that helped Spanish Fort go 14-1 and win 
the state title, averaging 48 points a game. . . also earned all-city 
honors. . . two-year starter, playing on team that went 9-4 during 
his junior campaign. . . also lettered during his junior year in 
basketball. . . two-star recruit by Scout.com. . . chose Louisiana 
over UAB and Tulsa.

Johnny Kight
6-6 285 So. OL
Louisville, Miss. (East Central C.C.)
Junior College:  Started at right tackle as a freshman at East 
Central CC, playing for coach Brian Anderson. . . Three-star 
recruit and No. 17 junior college offensive tackle in the country 
according to 247Sports. . . chose Louisiana over offers from  
Memphis, UAB, South Alabama and Troy.
High School:  Three-year letterman in football at Nanih Waiya 
High, playing for coach Tale Hanna. . . helped team to a 10-3 

record as a senior. . . used as a tight end as a junior, catching nine 
passes for 171 yards (19.0 ypc) and five touchdowns on an 11-2 
team. . . helped school to a pair of regional titles.

Troy McCollum
6-1 170 Fr. DB
Miami, Fla. (North Miami Senior)
High School:  Ranked No. 16 in the Miami Herald list of the top 
Miami-Dade County recruits as a senior at North Miami Senior, 
playing for coach Ed Williams. . . had 31 tackles (24 solo) with an 
interception as a senior. . . played in the Nike Dade vs. Broward 
All-Star game. . . had 49 tackles with an interception as a junior. . 
. chose Louisiana over offers from 21 schools, including Hawaii, 
Indiana, Utah State, WKU and FIU. . . three-star recruit by Rivals.
com, 247Sports and ESPN.com.

Elijah McGuire
5-11 185 Fr. RB
Houma, La. (Vandebilt Catholic H.S.)
High School:  First team all-state choice as an athlete by the 
LSWA as a senior at Vandebilt Catholic High, playing for coach 
Brad Villavaso. . . led the state in rushing, carrying 223 times 
for 2,603 yards, an 11.8 average and 31 touchdowns to help 
team to an 11-2 record. . . also passed for 497 yards and five 
touchdowns in helping team win first district title since 2002 
and the quarterfinals of the state tourney for the first time since 
2007. . . also earned first team all-region mention. . . rushed for 
118 yards and two touchdowns to earn game MVP honors as the 
Bayou Region All-Stars posted a 34-0 shutout in the Lions Club 
Bayou River Showdown. . . has 4.5 speed in the 40. . . three star 
ranking by Rivals.com. . . was ranked No. 33 in Louisiana during 
the preseason and No. 17 in the Louisiana Post-Season Top 40 by 
Rivals. .  .chose Louisiana over offers from Texas Tech, Louisiana 
Tech, Southern Miss and ULM.

Courtney Miggins
6-5 255 Fr. DE
Lithonia, Ga. (Miller Grove H.S.)
High School:  First team all-region selection as a senior at Miller 
Grove High, playing for coach Damien Wimes. . . had 36 tackles 
with four sacks and 13 TFL as a senior. . . registered 40 tackles 
with eight quarterback sacks and 10 TFL as a junior to earn a spot 
in the RisingSeniors.com Junior Bowl. . . has been timed at 4.61 
in the 40. . . a three-star recruit by both Scout.com and ESPN.
com, he was ranked No. 70 nationally at his position by Scout.
com. . . chose Louisana over offers from Louisville, Mississippi 
State and Ball State.

Carlton Perkins
6-0 190 Fr. DB
Walker, La. (Walker H.S.)
High School:  Carried for 1,955 yards and 26 touchdowns as 
a junior at Walker High, playing for coach Dwayne Severio. . 
. rushed for 1,387 yards and 13 touchdowns as a sophomore 
despite playing just eight games at running back. . . three-star 
recruit and the 34th best player in Louisiana and the No. 47 
athlete nationally by 247Sports. . . chose Louisiana over offers 
from Memphis, Minnesota and North Texas.



Devin Scott
5-11 180 Fr. WR
Harvey, La. (West Jefferson H.S.)
High School:  First team all-state pick as a senior at Harvey High, 
playing for coach Marcus Scott. . . caught 36 passes for 878 yards 
and eight touchdowns as a senior, receiving first team all-metro, 
first team all-New Orleans and first team all-district. . . a standout 
in track as well, qualified for the Junior Olympics by running the 
400 meters in 47.73 and a 21.30 in the 200 meters. . . won the 2011 
long jump at the 2011 state indoor meet with a leap of 23-10. . . 
has been timed at 4.45 in the 40. . . three-star recruit by 247Sports. 
. . chose Louisiana over Nebraska, Colorado and FIU.

Simeon Thomas
6-3 180 Fr. DB
Miami, Fla. (Carol City)
High School:  Ranked No. 20 in the Miami Herald list of the 
top Miami-Dade County recruits as a senior at Carol City High, 
playing for coach Harold Barnwell. . . made 35 tackles with two 
interceptions as a senior. . . played in the Nike Dade vs. Broward 
All-Star game. . . made 65 tackles with three interceptions as a 
junior. . . a three-star recruit, he was ranked No. 40 at his position 
by Scout.com. . . chose Louisiana over offers from Clemson, 
Hawaii, Syracuse, FIU, Florida state, LSU, Ole Miss, South 
Florida, UCF, Utah State and West Virginia.

Cedrick Tillman
5-9 180 Jr. CB
Grenada, Miss. (Grenada H.S./Holmes C.C.)
High School:  First team all-state choice as a senior at Grenada 
High, playing for coach Lamar Pitcock. . . rushed for 762 yards 
and 11 touchdowns on 146 carries and caught 32 passses for 504 
yards and three scores as a senior. . . had 1,616 all-purpose yards 
as a senior. . . voted “Mr Grenada” as a senior. . . voted team’s 
best defensive back as a junior after making four interceptions. 
. . also rushed 20 times for 232 yards and two touchdowns. . . 
lettered twice in both track and baseball. . . ran a personal best 
10.6 in the 100. . . ran on the 4x100 relay team that finished third 
in the state. . . played left field on the baseball team.
Junior College:  First team all-state choice as a freshman at 
Holmes CC, playing for coach Jeff Koonz. . . made 28 tackles 
(26 solo) as a sophomore, adding four TFL, two fumble 
recoveries and one INT. . . made 35 tackles as a freshman with 
two interceptions and two fumble recoveries. . . ranked as the 
27th-best junior college cornerback in the country by 247Sports. 
. . chose Louisiana over offers from Middle Tennessee and Troy.

Corey Trim
5-11 180 Fr. CB
Baton Rouge, La.
(Redemptorist H.S./Jones County C.C.)
High School:  Two-time all-state selection while playing for coach 
Guy Mistretta at Redemptorist High. . . also earned all-metro 
and all-district kudos. . . three-star recruit out of high school by 
Scout.com.

Junior College:  Helped team to a 6-3 record as a sophomore 
at Jones County CC, playing for former New York Giants 
and Tampa Bay Buccaneers head coach Ray Perkins. . . made 
46 tackles as a sophomore (36 solo) with four interceptions, 
returning one for a touchdown. . . was a regular in the secondary 
as a freshman, making 10 tackles (eight solo) with one TFL. . . 
three-star recruit by Scout.com. . . ranked as the 27th-best junior 
college cornerback in the country by 247Sports.

Tracy Walker
6-2 180 Fr. DB
Brunswick, Ga. (Brunswick)
High School:  First team all-region choice as a senior at Brunswick 
High, playing for coach Victor Floyd. . . registered 67 tackles with 
five interceptions, two forced fumbles and seven TFL as a senior. . 
. also received all-area kudos. . . was an honorable mention pick as 
a junior after making 57 tackles with two interceptions. . . lettered 
twice in football and three times in basketball. . . helped hoops 
team to a 22-7 record and a regional title as a junior. . . has a 6-10 
wingspan, runs a 4.5 in the 40 and has a 36-inch vertical leap. 
. . was involved with Air Force, The Citadel and Georgia Tech 
before signing with Louisiana. . . three-star recruit by Scout.com.
Personal:  Born Feb. 1, 1995 in Brunswick, Ga. . . son of Georgette 
Humphreys and Tracy Walker, Jr. . . . is the middle of three 
children having one older (Tierra) and one younger (Tiana) sister. 
. . his cousin, Demetrius Frazier, is a redshirt freshman cornerback 
at Middle Tennessee. . . intends to major in sports management.

George Williams
6-1 230 Fr. LB
Miami, Fla. (Hialeah)
High School:  Second team all-state choice as a utility player 
as a senior at Hialeah High, playing for coach Marc Berman. . 
. ranked sixth on the Miami Herald 2013 Pre Spring Top 25. . . 
carried 30 times for 131 yards and a TD and caught six passes for 
110 yards and a TD as a junior. . . defensively, made 89 tackles. . 
. three-year starter in football. . . a two-year starter in basketball, 
is currently averaging 10.5 points, 5.4 rebounds and 2.6 steals 
this year. . . was reported to have scholarship offers from 25 
schools, including Arkansas, Auburn, Knetucky, Miami, Ole 
Miss, Nebraska, West Virginia, Clemson, LSU, Florida State and 
Georgia, before selecting Louisiana. . . also made visits to Hawaii 
and Ole Miss. . . ranked as the No. 27 linebacker in the nation 
and the no. 69 player in Florida this year by 247Sports and as a 
three-star recruit by Rivals.com and 247Sports. . . ranked among 
the top 50 at his position by three different recruiting sites. . . 

D'Aquin Withrow
6-6 275 Fr. OL
Harvey, La. (West Jefferson H.S.)
High School:  Honorable mention all-state choice by the 
Louisiana Football Coach's Association as a senior at West 
Jefferson High, playing for coach Marcus Scott. . . first team all-
district by NOLA.com. . . two-year letterman in football who also 
lettered in basketball. . . did not start playing football until his 
junior year. . . two-star recruit by Scout.com. . . chose Louisiana 
over offers from Colorado, FIU, Louisiana Tech and Minnesota.


